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Changes in the Attitudes of Staff Assisting with Employment
for Individuals with a Mental Disorder
— Through the Action of Mental Patients Helper to Serve Depopulated Areas —

Takahiro OKAMOTO!, Hiroyuki MATSUMOTO2

Abstract : In response to work requests from the community, Facility A dispatches individuals with a mental
disorder to serve as assistants. Facility staff members accompany these individuals with a mental disorder to
help them with their work. This study aimed to ascertain changes in the attitudes of staff members of Facility
A as they helped with the individuals with a mental disorder. Also, this study discussed issues of individuals
with a mental disorder living among healthy individuals in depopulated areas. Supports to encourage community
involvements, and potentials for and significance of were noted.

Begin New Paragraph This study conducted semi-structured interviews with facility staff. Modified grounded
theory approach (M-GTA) was used to perform a constant comparative analysis of the statements made in the
interviews. The analysis identified six categories of staff attitudes.

Keywords : mental patients helper, depopulated area, local contribution, talented person, support for

employment
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Living Conditions and Job Stress of Pastors (Part 2)
— The Comparison between Pastors’ and General Workers' Stress, and Opinions
for Stress-Relieving —

Sugao SHINOHARAL, Tomoko ODAl

Abstract : The purposes of this study were to clarify the pastor’s stress characteristics by comparing with
pastors’ and general workers' job stress situation, and to suggest pastors’ stress-relieving methods by using
the content analyses. As the results of this research using 62 male Seventh-day Adventist pastors’ samples,
the following points were made clear. 1) As the comparing the job stress of pastors and general workers, the
pastor’s stress was lower generally and pastors’ "work satisfaction" was higher. However, as characteristics of
the pastor’s stress, "emotional burden" and "role conflict" were higher than general workers' ones. 2) Pastors
who had the tightness and the strong consciousness of behavior norms as a pastor had the higher work burden
stress. 3) As results of content analyses using the free description concerning the proposals on the work
burden and anxiety reduction, the ideas were different between regular pastors and interns. It was shown that
it was effective to reduce the mental burden rather than the physical burdens to regular pastors, and to give
opportunities to enhance "seminars” and "education" and to "refresh" for intern pastors.

Keywords : pastor, general worker, job stress, comparison, new brief job stress questionnaire (BJSQ), content
analysis
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Relationship between Professional Awareness and Actual Actions among Midwives
— Comparison between Hospitals, Clinics, and Birth Centers —

Yoshiko SHINOHARA!

Abstract : This study investigated midwives working at hospitals and clinics with obstetrics department as
well as those working at birth centers to identify the workplace-specific characteristics of professional awareness
and actual actions among midwives. A self-administered questionnaire survey was conducted, and data from
673 midwives were analyzed. Professional awareness and actions of midwives were rated and averaged, and
based on the mean scores, midwives were divided into four groups according to their professional awareness
(high or low) and actions (active or passive). The results showed that (1) many of the midwives working at
birth centers were the “ideal” type with high professional awareness and active actions and (2) many midwives
working at hospitals were the “conflict” type with high professional awareness but passive actions. In addition,
(3) midwives working at birth centers were less likely to be the “pseudo” type with low professional awareness
and passive actions.

Keywords : midwives, workplace, profession
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Respondents and Problems on Self-Administered Questionnaire Survey
to the Elderly Population

Sugao SHINOHARA!

Abstract : In self-administered questionnaire survey, when the age of the respondent is higher, someone
besides the person himself / herself tends to answer the questionnaire. Therefore, there is a possibility
that the problem of reliability appears in the data when the target person himself / herself did not
answer. The purpose of this study was to clarify the elderly survey problems by analyzing the response
tendency of the self-administered questionnaire survey to the elderly. We conducted a questionnaire style
survey (2,346 respondents), and its analysis showed the following findings; 1) Despite self-administered
questionnaire survey to the elderly, 19% responses were written by the other people. Those who are
living alone, other people tended to answer the questionnaire instead of their families. 2) As a result of
the discriminant analysis, it became clear that the elderly who had risk of physical weakness, whose ages
were higher, or who needed the public care left responses to others. 3) Even if the elderly had problems
with their cognitive functions, those elderly who did not receive a public care insurance tended to answer
the questionnaire on their own. 4) There was a tendency that the ratio of non-responses was higher when
the other people answer the questionnaires instead of the person. 5) Except for the questions on facts,
the responses between the personal entry and the other person's entry were different. It is considered to
be due to the effect of the physical condition in the elderly. 6) From the data of the elderly receiving the
assisted services, it was found that differences in the response tendency between the self-entered and the
other-entered responses were not significant. In the case of similar physical scondition, whether the elderly
person himself filled the questionnaire or left it to the other people was related to the activeness in their
daily life rather than the differences by the determination of cognitive ability and ADL. In this study, it was
found that when elderly are in similar health condition, there was little differences in response between
self-filling in the questionnaire and leaving it to the other people. In conclusion, data in the self-administered
questionnaire answerd by the other person is relatively reliable.

Keywords : elderly population, self-administered questionnaire, respondent, response by other people
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Toward Better Cooperation between A Nursing College and B Clinical Facility in the
Basic Nursing Education: Successful and Unsuccessful Experience of Clinical Nursing
Practicum Recognized by Clinical Nurse Faculty and Clinical Nurse Instructors

Kumiko HoNGO!, Mirika HIRANO?, Yoshiko GOTO!,
Reiko Konnol, Kiyomi ENDAL Keiko IMAIZ, Megumi ISHIT?

Abstract : The purpose of this study was to identify the current status and issues of the clinical nursing
practicum recognized by clinical nurse faculty and clinical nurse instructors. Semi structured interviews were
conducted to five clinical nurse faculty of A nursing college and five clinical nurse instructors of B clinical
facility. The verbatim records were coded, classified into subcategories, then to categories. Of the question,
“what were your successful teaching experiences in clinical settings?”, the data were classified into three
categories such as “when I found the students synthesizing nursing knowledge and skills with knowledge”, and
“when I discovered the moment when students showed a profound learning”. Of the other question, “what were
your unsuccessful teaching experiences in clinical settings?”, the data were classified into ten categories such
as “clinical nurse faculty and clinical nurse instructors did not share common teaching instructions” and “clinical
nurse instructors do not have effective teamwork among themselves”. The results suggested that in order to
have successful clinical teaching, we need to develop functional clinical teaching system shared between A
nursing College and B clinical Facility.

Keywords : clinical nursing practicum. cooperation. clinical nurse faculty. clinical nurse instructor
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A Literature Review of Spiritual Care Education
in Undergraduate Nursing Education

Michiko YAaMAGucHI, Kaori KoNDO!

Abstract : The purpose of this literature review was to clarify current status, specific learning, results, and
issue regarding spiritual care education in undergraduate nursing education, thereby gaining suggestions toward
future spiritual care education. As a result of reviewing seven literatures, spiritual care education was offered
through lectures, practical trainings, and practicums in the following subjects: Terminal Nursing, Terminal
Care, “Nursing of Near-death stage” in Gerontology Nursing, and Spiritual Care. As the specific learning and
effect, five categories were formed: 1)understanding of spiritual care, 2)understanding of spiritual pain, 3)
understanding of spirituality, 4)confidence in own ability to practice spiritual care, 5)effect toward student’
s spirituality. For the future spiritual care education in undergraduate nursing education, it is suggested to
construct the curriculum, not only in the above subjects, but in all areas of nursing, and necessity of experiences
in clinical settings.

Keywords : spiritual care, undergraduate nursing education, nursing student
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Consideration of Effective Orientation based on the Current Status of the Use of
Electronic Medical Records by Nursing Students

Yoshimi YAMADA!L, Mitsuyo ICHIKAWAL, Manami OGAWA!

Abstract : The objective of this study was to conduct a survey on the use of electronic medical records
for considering effective orientation by seniors at a college of nursing in 2015 and 2016. Self-administered
questionnaires distributed to the students were completed anonymously and collected at a later date. The
response rates of the questionnaires in 2015 and 2016 were 36% and 76%, respectively. The content analyses of
free descriptions were performed according to the methods of Berelson,B. for both years. The results revealed
that the students used electronic medical records for information gathering to understand patients during basic
and field-specific nursing practice, and found the electronic medical record system to be convenient; however,
they also encountered difficulty in operating the system. In addition, the results suggested that the students’
awareness of handling of personal information was low. In conclusion, this study showed that, to achieve
effective orientation, the following three agendas need to be addressed: 1. timing of orientation, 2. improvement
of manuals for operation and browsing, and 3. strengthen handling of personal information.

Keywords : nursing practice, electronic medical records, orientation, security
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Evaluation of a Comprehensive Maternal Nursing Practicum
with Field-specific Nursing Practicums
— Practical Training from the Standpoints of Student Experience and Learning —

Yoshiko SHINOHARA!

Abstract : The objective of this study was to elucidate evaluation of a comprehensive maternal nursing
practicum (CMNP) with field-specific nursing practicums (FSNPs) from the standpoints of student experience
and learning. We recruited four participants who had taken a course on maternal nursing from among fourth-
year nursing students. We collected data on the CMNP through semi-structured interviews with the participants,
and analyzed the obtained data by an inductive approach to elicit. We found differences in the following
categories: “holistic view of the care recipients (mother and child),” “perceiving the care recipients (mother and
child) as members of society,” “considering individuality,” “prediction-based actions,” and “necessities for those
working as nurses.” The students approached the CMNP based on their learning in FSNPs. Motivation to learn
was enhanced by students’ interest in maternity nursing as an academic discipline. The experience of active
learning gave students a sense of the difference between the CMNP and the FSNPs, and was linked to a positive
attitude toward learning for the achievement of personal goals.

Keywords : practicum, students, experience, learning, maternal nursing
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The Social Analogy of the Trinity: Examples and Challenges
Toru HASEGAWA!

Abstract : A minimal definition of the social analogy of the Trinity, also known as the social trinitarianism
or the social application of the Trinity, is a proposition that the immanent trinitarian relationship can be seen
in the relationality in human spheres, a designation which is natural if one is aware of both the abundance
of trinitarian passages in Scripture and the theology of the image of God. There can be as many approaches
in the social analogy of the Trinity as there are different forms of human society from a marital bond to an
ecclesial structure. The objective of this paper is to demonstrate the breadth and potential challenges of the
social applications of the Trinity. Examples of the social applications of trinitarian interrelationship (marriage
and family life, religious plurality, ecology, social and political structure, and church governance) is briefly
reviewed, followed by a section that identifies and evaluates the criticisms directed at the social analogy (risk
of subjectivity, disloyalty to the tradition, neglect of distinction between the divine and the human, and equation
of the immanent Trinity with the economic Trinity). Though it does touch on the history and theoretical
discussions of trinitarian doctrine itself when necessary, this paper’s major concern remains in the identification
of the variety and challenges of the social analogy of the Trinity.

Keywords : social analogy of the Trinity, the immanent Trinity, the economic Trinity
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Introduction and Purpose Statement

Karen Kilby affirms that “[ilf the doctrine of
the Trinity portrays the divine in its innermost
reality as persons-in-relation, then it must have
something to say about how we think about family,
about church, about society at all levels, and about
ourselves.” U Indeed, theories abound in the study
of social trinitarianism, which employ “a doctrine of
the immanent Trinity as a blueprint for everything
from political structures to the proper functioning of
the environment.” 2 Nevertheless, as Bauerschmidt
rightly warns, incautious analogical applications of the
immanent Trinity into human social dimensions can be
problematic as it empties the doctrine of the Trinity
of “its specific content so as to serve as a schema or
blueprint for various commendable things” that one
wants to endorse.?

The objective of this paper is to demonstrate the
breadth and potential challenges of the analogical
applications of the Trinity. Examples of the social
applications of trinitarian interrelationship are briefly
reviewed, followed by a section that identifies the
criticisms directed at the social analogy. Though it
does touch on the history and theoretical discussions
of the trinitarian doctrine itself when necessary, this
paper’ s major concern remains in the identification of
the variety and challenges of the social analogy of the
Trinity.

Examples of the Social Analogy of the
Trinity

The social analogy of the Trinity can be minimally
defined as a proposition that the immanent trinitarian
relationship can be seen in the relationality in human
spheres. There can be as many approaches in the
social analogy of the Trinity as there are different
forms of human society from a marital bond to an
ecclesial structure. Those various models of the social
analogy have at least two bases in common, whether
explicitly stated or only implied: first, they share a
theological emphasis on three distinct persons within
the Trinity; second, they share an anthropological
premise that humans as the image of God are to
reflect the intratrinitarian relationship in their
creaturely reality. These premises are testified by
Gisbert Greshake in his statement that °[ilf the most
sublime being that exists is Being-with, reciprocal
sharing, interconnectedness, in brief: Communio, then a
new direction is being given to man who is described

in Scripture as ‘image of God.” 4 Below are some
examples of the social analogy of the Trinity.

Marriage and Family

One of the most common analogical interpretations
of intratrinitarian relationship is a marital union.
Referring to the biblical portrayal of God creating
human beings as male and female (Gen 1:26-27),
evangelical theologian Wayne Grudem notes that this
account testifies the fact that “part of our being” is
“the image of God because it can be seen to reflect
to some degree the plurality of persons within the
Trinity.” ® He goes on to say “the unity in a family
among husband, wife, and children, does also reflect
to some degree the interpersonal unity yet diversity
of persons among the members of the Trinity.” ©
Anglican theologian Eugene Rogers, in Sexuality and
the Christian Body: Their Way into the Triune God,
argues that “marriage can represent the Trinity in
space and time.” 7

Religious Plurality®

Some trinitarian theologians see a representation of
the intratrinitarian relationality in the multiplicity
of world religions. Baptist theologian Mark Heims in
his The Depth of the Riches: A Trinitarian Theology
of Religious Ends refuses any trinitarian theology
that maintains “among all the possible claimed
manifestations of God, one narrow strand alone is
authentic” and suggests that “Christians can find
validity in other religions because of the conviction
that the Trinity represents a universal truth about
the way the world and God actually are.” 9 Another
attempt in this line is made by a Jesuit priest and
theologian Jacques Dupuis in his Toward a Christian
Theology of Religious Pluralism where he says that
the “traces” of the Trinity (vestigia trinitates) can be
found outside the biblical tradition since ‘[tlhey too in
some way echo in history the Father’s eternal uttering
of the Word and issuing of the Spirit.” 10

Ecology

Motivated by his strong concern for the ecological
crisis, David Williams notes that if the world is created
by the triune God, “what may be expected is that this
triunity would be reflected in the way things are.” 1V
God's very being as the immanent Trinity, not only
the act of God in the economy, provides ecological
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implication, he claims. Misconstrued doctrine of the
Trinity, specifically that of Arianism in which the Son
is subordinated to the Father, is “paralleled in the
dominion of humanity over the rest of the created
order.” 2 Along the same lines, Denis Edwards,
Catholic theologian and a priest of the Archdiocese of
Adelaide, focuses on the relationship between ecology
and trinitarian theology, asserting that “the rain
forest of the Amazon is to be understood as the self-
expression of the divine Trinity” as the rain forest in
its complex yet harmonious form and function is the
result of the divine work.1®

Social and Political Structure

One of the prominent figures in the social trinitarian
theology is Leonardo Boff, a Franciscan priest, who
seeks “a society that will be more an image and likeness
of the Trinity, that will better reflect on the earth the
" He contends that
“the traces of the Trinity” can be found in three-fold

Trinitarian communion of heaven.

forces in society, namely, economy, politics, and culture.!®

Catherine Mowry LaCugna, a Catholic feminist
theologian, emphasizes the significance of the
appreciation of the trinitarian doctrine by identifying
the danger in a nontrinitarian theology of God, which
“leads...to an anthropology that is derogatory and
detrimental because one human being is put forward
as normative for another.!®” She believes that it is
needed to appreciate a revised understanding of the
doctrine of the Trinity with the potential to correct
the unnatural idea of the divine monarchy utilized
to justify all sorts of political oppression, to which
liberation theologians have reacted negatively.

Jirgen Moltmann asserts that the immanent
Trinity can provide a theological framework for
political structures. He answers to a question “which
political options are in accord with the convictions of
the Christian faith, and do not contradict them?” by
stating that “it is not the monarchy of a ruler that
corresponds to the triune God; it is the community
of men and women, without privileges and without
subjugation.” 17 In this manner, the doctrine of the
Trinity can be a theological doctrine of freedom.

Church Governance

As Tertullian in his treatise on baptism declares,
“wherever there are three, (that is, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit,) there is the Church, which
is a body of three,®” church governance analogy is

SRS 3T B T AR O R —E ) & 0

another common designation of trinitarian theology.
Anglican theologian Miroslav Volf observes that “the
thesis that ecclesial communion should correspond
to trinitarian communion enjoys the status of an
almost self-evident proposition.” 19 Boff claims that if
ecclesiology is built on the notion of the Trinity as a
perfect community, then “we will see another type of
church emerge2” as opposed to the ones governed by
authoritarianism. He maintains that “[tlhe community
becomes a figure and analogy of the Trinity, making
it palpable to humankind..The unity of the Trinity..is
reflected in the unity of the many who make up one
community.” 2V Rodrick Durst, professor of historical
theology at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary,
in his unique exposition on trinitarian passages in the
New Testament confirms that the oneness expressed
in the diversity of distributed gifts for united ministry
reflects the differentiated oneness of the Triune
Godhead.??

The overall thesis of Volf s influential work, After
Our Likeness, can be immediately seen in its subtitle:
The Church as the Image of the Trinity. Volf s ultimate
goal in this endeavor is “to spell out a vision of
the church as an image of the triune God.” 23 Volf
concludes that the structure of trinitarian relations is
represented neither by a pyramidal dominance of the
one nor by a hierarchical bipolarity between the one
and the many but by a polycentric and symmetrical
reciprocity of the many.2¥

Suffice it to say at this point that the examples
presented above illustrate both the variety of social
trinitarianism and its unmistakable relevance to human
experience. Nevertheless, there are several areas
that exhibit the weaknesses of the social analogy that
cannot be overlooked. The next section will discuss
critical views on this theory.

Critiques on the Social Analogy of the
Trinity

The practicality of the social analogy of the Trinity
in the life of the church and of individual believers is,
as demonstrated above, undeniable. Nevertheless, there
are a number of critiques that are leveled against the
theory and what follows is an overview of the critical
evaluation of the social doctrine of the Trinity.

Risk of Subjectivity

One of the major reasons for the disapproval of
the social analogy involves with its possible tendency
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toward ideological subjective projection. Reformed
theologian Colin E. Gunton sees this danger and warns
that “moves from the immanent Trinity to the created
world are not obvious, and are fraught with dangers of
idealizing and projection.” Referring critically to Volf's
proposition, Presbyterian theologian and pastor Kevin
Bidwell forthrightly remarks that “[s]ubjectivity is
the hermeneutical principle that guides Volf's approach
throughout AOL (After Our Likeness).” Catholic
theologian Anne Hunt also notices that, when the
immanent trinitarian relationship is understood as
analogous to human personal relations (from human to
divine) and used to justify particular ecclesial models
in a downward application of the analogy (from divine
to human), one might be in a danger of constructing
a circular argument: “The circularity of the argument
is problematic in that it risks the possibility of
ideological distortion.” 2 Kilby agrees with this line
of evaluation when she says, “[p]rojection, then, is
particularly problematic..because what is projected
onto God is immediately reflected back onto the world,
and this reverse projection is said to be what is in fact
important about the doctrine.” 26)

Though the potential danger of ideological projection
should never be overlooked, the possibility of being
misguided by one’s own agenda cannot be the
decisive reason for the total dismissal of a particular
theological approach, because “a naturally subjective
approach to the text..cannot be avoided,” but it “has
to be balanced and finally overruled by the objective
information that is visible in the text.” 27 I concur
with Wesleyan systematic theologian Thomas H.
McCall when he addresses this “danger of projection”
in the social analogy: “We should proceed with caution
as we work to distinguish genuine ‘implications’ from
spurious claims and we seek to understand what we
might learn from Scripture about the issue under
consideration.” 2

Disloyalty to the Tradition

Catholic theologian Lewis Ayers expresses that “modern
Trinitarian theology invokes some of the formulae produced
within the fourth century but simultaneously argues that
the theological method that produced those formulae are
untenable in modernity.” 29 Mark Husbands argues that
the social analogy in reality downplays the importance
of the Cappadocian fathers by misreading them and
endangers the significance of the Nicene Creed.3?
Keith Johnson dismisses various attempts of the social
trinitarians, especially those who develop a connection

between the Trinity and diverse world religions, by
way of conversation with the writings of Augustine.

Nevertheless, disloyalty to theological tradition
should not be definitive in rejecting the whole social
trinitarian engagement, since the soundness of any
theology should be evaluated on the basis of biblical
evidence according to sola-tota-prima scriptura
principles of biblical interpretation, not of its degree of
faithfulness to how the concept has been understood in
tradition.

Neglect of the Distinction between the Divine and
the Human

Husbands proposes that “a theology that purports
to be properly ‘trinitarian’ ..must preserve an
ontological distinction between God and humanity
in order to maintain an order consistent with their
distinct nature.” 3V However, in reality, “many
proposals which treat the immanent Trinity as a
blueprint fail to take into account the implications of
the Creator-creature distinction.” 32 Reformed Robert
Letham in his treatment on the unity of the trinitarian
persons states that “God in his own being eludes our
grasp.” 33 This issue comes into focus when the terms
such as “person” or “relation” are understood in an
anthropomorphic way, a problem that is intrinsic to
the doctrine of the Trinity itself.

With such an analogical complexity involved, there
are those such as evangelical theologian Stephen
Holmes who consider it difficult to construct a
meaningful relational model based on the doctrine of
the Trinity. Holmes articulates that the doctrine of
the Trinity is “an account nonetheless of the divine
life” and to draw an analogy for human society or the
church from the divine relation is simply impossible
since ‘[wle are, crudely, talking about metaphysics, not
about sociology, human or divine.” 3% It is true that,
while the doctrine of the Trinity has attempted to avoid
what might be called “anthropomorphic trap,” 3% the
challenge that the social analogy of the Trinity has to
face is more complex since the analogy has to be made
both upward (from human to divine) and downward
(from divine to human). However, since the presence
of the concept of imago Dei in Scripture is undeniable,
one must address how this imitation can be realized in
the human level.
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Equation of the Immanent Trinity with the
Economic Trinity

The minimal definitions of the immanent Trinity
and the economic Trinity are that the former relates
to the inner-trinitarian relationality (God in himself)
while the latter, also called the “functional Trinity,” 3¢
denotes the triuneness of God temporally manifested
to meet the need of creaturely reality (God for us).
The immanent Trinity is often designated as essential
or ontological Trinity for the term describes the reality
of God s being in contrast to the economic Trinity,
which is often considered as the revelation of God.3"
By stating that “[tlhe Trinity s self-presentation..can
prompt our social imaginations to envision different
ways of being together,” 38 the social trinitarians
tend to consider the immanence and economy of the
Trinity as equal. One of the often-cited sentences in
this regard is Karl Rahner’ s formulation, which he
calls Grundaxiom, that “the ‘economic Trinity is the
‘immanent’ Trinity, and vice versa.” 39 LaCugna
denies a claim that the immanent Trinity is what
God's being really is and explicitly states that “[t]he
doctrine of the Trinity is not ultimately a teaching
about ‘God" but a teaching about God's life with us
and our life with each other.” 9

On the other hand, Johnson argues that though
it is true that Scripture commands believers to be
“imitators of God, as beloved children,” 4 it “does not
exhort Christians to imitate the immanent life of the triune
God apart from the economy of salvation.” 42’ He adds, “[p]
roblems arise anytime one attempts to draw a straight
line from a speculative construal of the immanent
Trinity to some created reality in a way that bypasses
(or in some cases even undermines) the economy of
salvation revealed in Scripture.” 4 Brian Edgar sees
the same danger when he says, ‘[i]t is important to
avoid the tendency, inherent in any theology which
stresses the ‘essential’ nature of trinitarian thought,
to neglect the importance of the external work of
salvation.”

Summary and Conclusion

The social analogy of the Trinity considers the
intratrinitarian intimate relationship as an ideal model
for a community structure and freely applies it to
multiple social areas from a marital union to a natural
environment. While this theological development
helped the often-downplayed doctrine of the Trinity
receive a renewed and intensified attention, there are
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a number of reservations that need to be addressed
regarding the theological legitimacy of this theory.
Critiques against the social analogy of the Trinity
fall into such categories as: its tendency toward
subjective orientation, its disregard of the traditional
understanding of the doctrine, its neglect of the
Creator-creature distinction, and its equating the
economic Trinity with immanence Trinity. The next
step in the discussion of the validity of this approach
to the doctrine of the Trinity is to assess how biblically
sound the theory is, analyzing both trinitarian passages
and scriptural testimony on imitation of God, which is
beyond the scope of this short treatise.
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Book Review: Dynamic Catholicism: A Historical Catechism by Thomas Bokenkotter

Toru HASEGAWAL

Thomas Bokenkotter, Dynamic Catholicism:
A Historical Catechism (New York: The
Crown Publishing Group, 2010).

The aim of Thomas Bokenkotter's Dynamic
Catholicism: A Historical Catechism 1is to sift through a
great amount of contemporary research regarding faith
and practice of the Catholic Church and “select what
seems most helpful and enlightening for those who
seek an understanding of the essentials of Catholicism
today” (xiv 1) ). The intended audience is those whom
the author calls “intelligent Catholics,” who “wants
to think through his/her faith and is often puzzled by
the apparent conflict of faith with certain findings of
modern science” (ibid.). Bokenkotter' s assumption
is that “dogmas are influenced by the changeable
conceptions and vocabulary of given historical periods”
(124), which he tries to prove legitimate in the book's
five-part structure (the Fundamentals, Jesus the
Christ, the Church, the Liturgy and Sacraments, and
the Christian Way of Life). The book was formerly
published as Essential Catholicism: Dynamics of
Faith and Belief in 1986 and the change of the title
is attributed partly to some critics who found the
original title misleading as it seemed to guarantee that
the book would provide an official and straightforward
teaching of the Catholic Church.

Bokenkotter succeeds in giving sweeping accounts
of the historical development of the teaching of the
Catholic Church and providing the wide spectrum of
opinions available at the time of writing. However,
because of his all-inclusive style of presentation,

the book often fails to demonstrate what actually
constitutes the essential core of the Catholic teaching.
Also, his attempt to prove the relevance of the
Church’ s teaching in the modern society seems to
be failing and creates the opposite results in several
instances.

First, the reader will appreciate the book’s extensive
treatment of the historical backgrounds, which is
helpful in assessing the place and significance of issues
under discussion in the contemporary debates. It also
helps readers acknowledge whether the subject is only
a repetition of an age-old controversy or totally a new
frontier that the Catholic Church is encountering in
today’ s context. Almost every subject that the book
deals with is introduced with its historical genesis, as
early as the New Testament period and the Church
Fathers. Such an overview of historical development
functions as evidence of how social conditions and
scientific discoveries of given epochs had influenced
the formulation of the Church’s teaching, which
justifies the author’ s assumption stated above.

Second, the author’s comprehensive coverage of
related fields enables the reader to see how the post-
Vatican II atmosphere of intellectual freedom has been
enjoyed by Catholic thinkers. The concept of sin (293-
315), for instance, is not only approached as a debate
among Catholic traditionalists and progressionists but
the author freely uses insights and discoveries from
a variety of scientific sources including sociology,
philosophy, psychology, psychiatry, that he deems
relevant to the understanding of the issue. Readers
can see such wide variety of ingredients with which

1 =Z=F¥kAHL vy I,
Saniku Gakuin College
KET7 ¥ FY) 2 — 2K Bl i AR e 7

PhD student at the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary
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the modern Catholic thinking is being formulated.

Nevertheless, non-Catholic readers will immediately
notice the downside of such all-inclusive style of
presentation. In spite of the author’s claim that
the book is intended to help “those who seek an
understanding of the essentials of Catholicism
today” (xiv, emphasis added), the reader is often
left uncertain what actually makes up the essentials
of Catholicism, since in many cases what is given
is only an inventory of different ideas. For instance,
in a chapter titled “Faith: Possible Today?” (Ch.4),
Bokenkotter lists five different perspectives on the
concept of faith: biblical, Catholic tradition, Luther and
Calvin, liberation theology, and secularism (pp.34-39),
without attempting to analyze how these different
points of view can be judged by the Church’ s
thought patterns. Though it is possible that he assumes
his intended readers, “intelligent Catholics,” to be able
to evaluate these options by themselves, the absence
of possible Catholic viewpoints and the author's own
stance would only make his non-Catholic readers
bewildered. The same holds true with his descriptions
of environmental ethics (pp. 383-389). Considering
the date of the first publication of this work (1987),
it is understandable that the author’ s scope of
analysis had to be limited due to the lack of scientific
advancement and of substantial discussions on the
ecological theology. Even if that is the case, instead
of introducing general ecological ethics as he does, he
could have mentioned how the Catholic Church had
historically engaged with the environmental problems
in order to assist the reader’s deepening the subject in
the Catholic context. 2’

Another drawback of this book is that, in his
attempt to make the Church practices meaningful
and acceptable to the non-Catholic world, Bokenkotter
often, though unintentionally, proves the irrelevancy
of the Church to the contemporary society. For
instance, it is generally agreed that the sacrament of
penance is considered indispensable for the Catholic
faith primarily because of its salvific function, as
the rite is a prerequisite for the participation in the
Eucharist, which is the center of Catholic sacramental
theology (Catechism of the Catholic Church #1457).
It is an experience of salvation by being reconciled to
God and to others, which only the Church is able to
offer, according to Catholicism. The author seems to
minimize this aspect of the sacrament by stressing the
sense of communal reconciliation, which is similar to
the feeling that one can experience ‘in small groups
where people meet in an atmosphere of prayer and

openness and mutual acceptance” (236). He admits, ‘[f]or
many the sacrament of penance would make sense
only because it either presupposes such an experience
and proclaims and celebrates it or helps to engender
it” (ibid.). It should be pointed out here that if too
much emphasis is placed on the sense of community
and acceptance, then the Church would only become
one of many options where one can enjoy such an
atmosphere and the necessity of belonging to it is
inevitably lessened, the consequence which the author
would never intend. Another example in this regard
is the section on the canonization of saints, where the
author undercuts their intercessory role and calls them

“heroes, courageous spirits” (157). Again, since heroes

as personal models of life can be found anywhere,

the Church’ s role as selecting and declaring saints
becomes unnecessary.

With ample evidence from the history of the Church
and insights from contemporary academics, the
author proves how the teaching of the Church can be
influenced by external factors such as advancement
in science or social climates. In this sense, his aim to
provide the intelligent Catholics with the multiplicity
of theological/moral thought options unavailable to
them before the Vatican II is accomplished through
this work. The book can also be a significant resource
for the readers who want to overview the choices that
Catholic thinkers today have. Nevertheless, the work
could have been more helpful especially to its non-
Catholic readers if it spent more pages on how the
Catholic Church would respond to the issues under
discussion according to her thought patterns and also
to the author’s personal point of view.

1) Numbers in parentheses refer to the page
numbers of the book under review.

2) For discussions on the Catholic Church’s treatment
of environment issues prior to the publication of
Dynamic Catholicism, see John Hart, “Catholicism,”
in The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Ecology,
ed. Roger S. Gottlieb (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2006).

- 96 -



Sy S B TP S WS Y

1. BfRBEBOER

BeRE IR E LTEFYBRRYOUE ICHLLHUE GFREMiit &) &35, 72720, UTIKEITS
BIEIRRERE LT 5,

1) ZHFEEIKRE - EMFREFEBE Ly Yo%E Gz &)

2) ¥ T VAF— T FRYF X+ (SDA) HH OB CHE D> T i H

3) Tofh, HEZRBROKEIHONIH

2. BRIEROER
1) HREROMEE ZONBEZIDTOM) TH b,
(D73 3L
O F WAL O ) b MAINEE < B LW ARSI IZR S 725 o
OWFZERE © WA - W UERICB W THEFER I RIE R WS 8L LTOEHRLDH V. BEOMEA
A LN BHWIEMR L. FEEB X OHEICET AR D &t
DRFE LU IR - B &R S 2 R & I IS E AN G
RO FEIIOWT, ZHMICEINAOMRZIEE L, STV TRAIIZ AR
Pl BERE L E 52 L7250 So

)}
@&

B

(2)Z DAt
OIEB S - ERMZEEZ X L0220 T, BFEFRIBWTSEIIR S X9 s, HHEEEOHE,
s 7% L
@7 - 1B EORERRXAEY LRD72H Do
2) EREIRFERDO D DIZR 2,

3. fIEMECE
ABLUEWHINRTH L0583, WEMICEE L, ZOF 2RI T 5.
(WP B A D RGE &2 2T 72813 2 ORRBI 4 & AKGEAE T H 2 SRR FA S L OASIRERT %0)

4. BRFHRE
BRizHETH2E L, REZEAMRELMHECICRET2b0LT 5,
— H PR U 72 R RH L 2 v
XPRHTHH0
1) BAiAA » BEREHZ A L [HRERZK]
2) JERFEE (OWFZEESC s T Y T b LR 4 GEAR 1R, BIAR3E) B XU [HfERZK]
WEam SRR OEIAR 3EIZOWTIX, FEHOKA. FiE. #HEHEI», FEHERHETED L)
R RIEIIHIRT 5o
@Zoft: 7y b7y b LZ2ER 28 (EAR2E) BX O [HRERFK]
ZBEL L. FHOKA, g, #EHIe. FE%x
FETES L) FHEITHIET 5,

3) FARERR I, B 1B L OALE T — N7 7 A VAL 2B TR (CD-ROM %7212 USB
AEY, BEFA-NVTORN) 25MT 5, EFEAKICIIA @WXP 4 PVERLT. BFEEITARRE
FHIRAENT B,

4) $E%

T 208-0297 T-EEULFHFMARKZ =M AFRIE 1500 To @ 0470-84-0111 Z=FHEBEAFHERZHE
- 97 -



5. BRIEROFES
1) e SCOREGIE, Bz R CREZHATHRELIET 5,
FHICEE L. BEROBIEB X OMXOBHOLETE 2 RDL I LD H D,
2) [2-1) —2)Z0Mh] OFFBEROFRGIE, KEREATHEELIET S,

6. EARIE
FHRIEIRDA LT 5o RIERFORIEZIMEE, BIEFEHI & L TR %,

7. BRREDER
1) RO L il

(DEREa v ¥a—% 2w, K Microsoft #:0 Word. X313 Microsoft #1:® Excel TE S %o

(2FSCERE A 4 BiE X T 17O LT B2 AT 7 CEE - Bridbm) . 1 =Yz 3047 & 5%,
XFO7+ v MEMSHEL 11 KA 2 b REZETAL 2mE 50 ALER—IHEMNIT 50

()P pERfmIE, LFD T + ¥ & Times New Roman, 1284 ¥ b, FTIVAR=Z, 117OLFH % T
T70F 1=V O H% 2817, KRG ETELZE 2mE T50 AL — I HEMNT 5,

(OEMHRE F 7235 HERDANE, WHET, Hir FEv. 060 % 2 v, URIZERE R E 35,

GHVEREE S & HF T HARGERDE S L TR WA GRS ZEANE L i RoE#c#

6, £BIVOFHEIZIZ, @LFT (M1, L1, TE1%E) 2207 TALEEFI—FEL, Ththo
TEAMBENE 2 RSO AR T E T 5, M, £ FHREIARLE TS, METHEOY A FVIETER, £0
A4 M VIE B ET B

(TER L EREEZRLA L [BRERZEK] 24 L TRET %,

(8)[F7E 5 3C | AR L & AR MM EIRE RS L2 2200 & 37 HISCEL B (400 AR BE) & 353 abstract (250word
FBEE) 05, FIER. L abstract & b ITE. EZEAL AL F—7—F (3~55k) DIEICEET %,
Y abstract (35 TNV ANX— A Tit#d %,

(9) [2-1) —Q2)ZFofi] OFEFIZOWTIX, FIXER, 3 abstract F—7 — FIZEKET LI L0 TE %,
107 EIREE AR 72 & OIS HESL abstract IXHEMRICL A F v 7% H)1FH T &,

2) SCHREE DB iTEﬂ ’fié’)o
(I3CHRACIR D AR, o TRIEHEMIPBHOBEEINE) 2L HTE D,
(25 H3CHE, e B'IJﬂ Lt NI F 5 20T, SChos HEROLEIC TV k) IZFTE2T %,
SCHRIE KRB —H LS UHEFR SIS 5,
A TRl — ik Z ZEELL EB T 25813 BEoF 52 v, REZICHIHEZR T,
(#1) 3) HiHE 1) 2324
(3)BZELHIE. ALOBRBZIC—FE L TEHEZLOLTEIHE21Z, 7V 7 7 Xy MERIERT %,
WEEN3IHETIEIEE, 4/ ORI 3/ T TR L, TN RIZHARFE XTI [, A4 STk
Tl [-etal] EEET S
SIMERE S DWEFLIZ DWW Tid, R e iRl H AF LR . Index Medex, International Nursing
Index IZ#F %
(6)51H - ZZ OGS E. v
(MERE] Uk 5) FHE 4 8 HEsR B () H-H, HBRATE .
B) 1) HRET : e a—x 77 OREEEE~OBLBUL, HAREEF R, 2703) 46 , 2004.
2) Burkhardt, M. A. : Spirituality : An analysis of the concept, Holistic Nursing Practice, 3(3),
69-77, 1989.

- 98 -



[(HATAR] Cikfs) FHas 0 &8, Mt % (5) [ HJH- |, lERBITA.
(F1) 3) WIOHi  WEEE LCOr7—4+57 47 - 77 a—FOf~— 5657, EF#EE, 2002,
4) Frankl, V.: Man's search for meaning, Washington square Press, 1984.
[f 4E] SCikd ) FHa4 0 K8 WELES ) &%, 5 - 1, B, ERBITE.
(Bl) 5) PEANMET- - FEERAEGE, ADNAFEEIEL - Ml Zhd & OFENTTE— JEGE & BN — | 41-55,
X ="z bkah g 2000.
6) Gardner, D. : Presence, In G. Bulechek & J. McCloskey(Eds.), Nursing Interventions: Treatments
for nursing diagnoses(2nd ed.), 316-324, Saunders, 1992.
[GROAR] cik#s) F&4, iREa GR) - &4, 1 -1, W, B4 .
(B1) 7) Taylor, EJ., {LARZE T - VAR : AC)F 27 NT 7 —Fi#ED7-O DM - W7 - Fik—,
50-52, BEF#EPBE, 2008.
8) Anderson, B. & Funnel, M, A8 : BEFRIRZ > /8T — X > b, EEHEHE AR ,2001.
[T Cmk] ik e) HEH &8 A M4, TRV

8. ZENGHINEZER
1) BURPEL:BURNE 1 RS2 & 30 SAMERER S5, 30 2R TLELLE BBz FEERILL T 5,

REIIEE TN S 1 EmEHEE SN D)
2) KFn CHL L, KRB 2 LEE L a 3R AL T2,

9. &fFiE
FREROFEHI=F RN A ELZRRIIWIET 50 727250, AREITHI S NG5 O FE A8 R
FZAMT MY ICBVTEIRERRROFTZLEL L2V DET 5,

MR ARAROYIE X 2017 CERE 29) 4E 10 A 2 H & Y jifT3 %,

- 099 .



“HEBRORERE BRI

- [BFgeamsc] 1.0 2. 6F2edely 3.4 4.8
Gz 0) [2ofu] 1. )
2 WG HE LA ( )
Ik AR AE H H A H H (BHEHARHEZ 0 )
FEH
P H

F—J—F (3~5ik. HAGE i
1. / 2. / 3. /
4, / 5. /
[ 1 WFgefmPlat - A4 ( )
KBAEHH ( )
[ [ MBRAANEE (HTIREBIED O[1120)
BB (R B (X - ) (3 ) (BH: ) Gstmsparac s )
* K
K4 (HARGE a—<5) g (HAEE ~3e3E)
A - K4
fEfr i T
X4
Fax E-mail :
BN 2 2 P e et G
i & B3
MZMAEHH: 4 A H 2 (RERHZTRA)

- 100 -




MEEHZ

S
P/

EEs
»BY

%1

ZHE #K
Z B W&
il
AR
i3
=H BRI L 510 &
2018 4£ 3 H 31 H¥4T
TR SE¥RERFHERA S
% AT Fr =HFBRKRY
T 298-0297
T-REWLFFBAR KL =0T ATRIE 1500
Ter 0470-84-0111 (145)
(21| FHL T — T A

T 299-4501
T-BE WL 3 AT MPHT HE A 291-4
Te 0470-62-6788 (1£3%)

Edited, published, and distributed by Saniku Gakuin College,
1500 Kugahara, Otaki-machi, Chiba-ken, 298-0297 Japan

- 101 -






