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Living Conditions and Job Stress of Pastors
— New BJSQ Results by Seventh-Day Adventist Male Pastors in Japan —

Tomoko ODAl, Sugao SHINOHARA!

Abstract : The purposes of this study were to clarify living conditions and job stress situation of pastors in
Japan using the new brief job stress questionnaires. As the results of this research using 62 pastors’ samples,
the following points were made clear. 1) The pastors who were not able to sleep soundly (27.4%) and who
feels overworked (40.6%) increased. 2) Many pastors positively evaluated the personal relationships in their
workplaces, and they answered that they could utilize their skills (90.3%). In addition, many pastors felt the
aptitude as pastors (91.9%) and their job satisfactions (96.8%) were high. 3) Many pastors felt the work and
emotional burdens (66.1%), and they needed the fair personnel evaluation (37.1%) and the career development
systems (42.0%). 4) As pastors stress factors, the criticisms by members of church and their superiors and
co-workers increased. Requests to improvement of the communication with pastors’ colleague, and needs
of the instruction during their intern period increased. 5) The intern pastors evaluated lower to their work
environment, and they had higher fear of losing their jobs (56.6%).

Pastors were working with the job satisfaction, but their stress situations were not improved so much and the
new problems appeared. From the viewpoints of the life-cycle, we have to think the needs of the pastor training
and the supports for them.

Keywords : pastor, job stress, living condition, new brief job stress questionnaire (BJSQ)
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"Expert Knowledge"' and "Everyday-life Knowledge" for Occupational Socialization of Midwives
-Associations between Marriage or the Child-care Experiences and the Midwifery Consciousness-

Yoshiko SHINOHARAL, Sugao SHINOHARA!

Abstract : The purpose of this research was to judge whether the marriage or child-care experiences was
important for the occupational socialization of young midwives. We analyzed 20-39 years old midwives’
questionnaires data (384 respondents) from the three viewpoints of the midwifery consciousness (response A)/
the actual action as midwives (response B)/ the self-evaluation of the action (response C). Following points
were revealed: 1) There were few differences in response A or B by their marriage situations or child-care
experiences. But in response C, there were slight differences by their marriage or child-care experiences. 2)
Using the elaboration analysis in response A, B and C, it was found that there were only 24% differences by
their marriage or child-care experiences. 3) There were differences of 30% items about response A, 60% items
about B and 63% items about C by their work places.

The results of our research clearly showed that there were few associations between the midwifery
consciousness, the actual action as midwives and the self-evaluation of the action and the marriage or child-care
experiences in young midwives. It follows from this that "specialized knowledge" as midwives was not affected
by the "everyday-life knowledge" such as the marriage and child-care experience. We found a possibility that the
birth center was the workplace which promoted the occupational profession as the midwife.

Keywords : midwife, occupational socialization, marriage and child-care experience, expert knowledge,
everyday-life knowledge
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12939, 50 mfiE 94.6. 60 f%ACIX 96.7 T o 720 FEEE
DATENE S 1E. 20 %A1 790, 30 AL 1 82.5%. 40 i
13 839, 50 A% 874, 60 EAt13 921 TH o720 B
FEEF O H O oM M, 20 AG1E 27.3, 30 ALIE
29.7.40 i At1& 31.1.50 it 33.0.60 At 353 TH -
725

Z DFERD S REERDD T 20 ~ 30 AR B Rz Rl (DL

K3 BB - FEHSDHE (%)

e FED (n)
FHX ] RIF it Hl) %L B

20 mA 15.9 84.1 100.0 10.1 89.9 100.0 (138)
30 A 547 45.3 100.0 46.5 53.5 100.0 (245)
40 A 79.0 21.0 100.0 78.4 21.6 100.0 (167)
50 A 90.5 9.5 100.0 91.7 8.3 100.0 (84)
60 K 100.0 0.0 100.0 93.3 6.7 100.0 (15)
70 mALLE 100.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 (9)
it 59.0 41.0 100.0 54.6 454 100.0 (658)
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N ETBIERD) OB, FEEROTEOMEL . FA
DEATLEEHEICELS 2o TWD. IPEEED
H Ol O G 5E R S 2 TUEMIC B W TR (F4),

xR 4. BIERH - REOITE - BSFHE (mean)
BRs  XEOTE Bl

20 ®K 925 79.0 27.3
30 mft 93.4 82.5 29.7
40 K 93.9 83.9 31.1
50 A 94.6 87.4 33.0
60 M 96.7 92.1 35.3
70 AL E 98.1 99.0 38.7
EXZ 93.6 83.2 30.2
p p=.038 p=.000 p=.000

p [E B HTHER

4. EFBHEROBIERHE

AITEORER L ) CETHIEMIIC B W CORE R < .
Bl & U COMBDIEBEITATZ TR WIS D |
POMEER O HOFHEOAFHE D ETFREMICB VT
B Edbh oz, Lo T, HTIEMOIE) A
BEMAE R LICHEZ 2 20 DL E NV DH, D
7o, ATEIEMICHESE LITY ., BRI - &
WBEEDD LI OVTHETT 5. Thbb, MHER
BREWVS A XY MBS L CTORERRE & B
LTWaE2Z2H50I2F 5,

ST X5 D 20 ~ 30 i AR Bl fil 384 44 b, BEAS X
406%. ARWEIE591% TH o720 FEDH D 1X 33.3%.
7 L 13 664% TH - 720

FEBSRDUN B RO K THH 0 7 10 A 4£5HE L7:4
B (ORI, E¥2RETHLERIIT L. HA
OHW DD L TRIETOHEZNMTLIRETHS ] &
BRSO 562 TIRFICZ ) B ] (BIEFEERE 31 7%
Molze o [QWERMIZ. HEOHIZBWT, KM
FFOARO N ZHRAKBICHEETE 2 L H IR 2 ME
THho| bW EO [IFEFIZZEI LI | ([ 28) %o
72 (£5),

F D OF RN IAER. (OB RERIZ. D
I O ICHEATRIROBIR 2T O WMETH 5 | ITHEE
BRLN, T ELPWELECTIEFICE S B | (H 238)
BEholze Tz [ERMIL. IEW 2R TDH 5 kR
WXL, BB b & CRE T EE B 55Kk
HETHH]FTFELBPCLLEICIEFICESES ] (F
33) %D o7z,

UEDXHITHEN - TFELOFMIC X BB E LT
DB HE D LSNP L DOhd o 7295,
Bl FEbowndFh e 20HHEP2HE (10%) 12
ENWRRSNTZDHRTH D,

s R A BT B 2 RS SR DU S I i O iR 2 4T -
7o R AEAEE R K (BEME 938 - £#5 926, t=1631,
df=3542, p=.104). FELOAEMTHE L THHEEZ

x5 BBRBCHEERRL  FEOSORE

BAERD (MW) & U T DBEFS 85 fhiE FEb

@EJJEEﬂig—){"F MW) [ERTEEHICT 7 DEE

T n.s. n.s.
@MW (TP ERZRE L ZEOERZXE ns. ns.
OMW IZBECREEZEELEREXRAZZF ns. ns.
®MW IFFEEEZBE URIRICHE n.s. n.s.
® MW (33FIREER DFXBZET Z1T D n.s. n.s.
® MW (F3HIRESEDHEF - BEEETS 72172  ns. ns.
O MW (34 ERIEICHEEROIIE n.s. n.s.
MW 3R & THE DUV HEGRBRANDT 7 ns. ns.
Z11D
©® MW (S ERD & 738 U TiERiZa & g n.s. n.s.
O MW [ HEEDRSE - ETIKREDOZEZ1TD ns. *

*k*k

O MW (B2 DHIETD S EiRIEHEZTE) *

O MY BEHAFORRONERABTESE . g
® MW [FRE THOWEL  BEHBRERE ns. ns.
@MW FEFORERETHLSMEREFTS  ns. ns.
® MW [FEEBOBIEAT > ns. ns.
O MY SEREERRONTES 7 ORRE o
@ MW [ERIEMSE EGHMEMAOHIGESZE  ns. ns.
® MW [FREEREO LTS PRENEZE  ns. ns.
® MW FEROEANBETESESICKE  ns. ns.
@ MW ISBRFURICAS - RBOHERETS  ns. ns.

X RERR p=.05" p=.01** p=.001**

AoNehrolz (T4 938 927, t=1504, df=2776,
p=134),

5. BEFBERMDEEDITE

FEMSIRIE BN B RERT & L COEROITEIOKIEH %24
Br L7253, TORI. B L7 iRAE TG O MEFRIC B 5
LpWie, KhEoBERIESCENEEE L HEAGD
T EToTWS ] @RI, IR 2 & 24 Tl i
WS HERBRICO LD X % r 7 #iToTwa | [@)
FE, EELREHETHLEMICH L. BoOHOb &
TRIECOMEAN LTS ] © 3THH CHESOBA
WIHREBRIICZ 9 LT (2R EEIE R 2.8, 3.0,
21) B3%h o7z TORIE, e & KRR U HpE A i
DHEFEELT0D | ICHAEEZTASREN, Zhicst
T 5 MR PIEORBIEA SN o7z (£6).

T D OFEIN A AER, TOFAE, IEH 2T
H LRI L. HOoHK O b & TRIETOMEZ v
BLTwa | ICHEEPRON, TELPVBLEEALC
[FEMIIZE S LB ] (A 25) 3% 5o 7z [GBFAI.
RSB OBW 247> Twa | I LTIE, FELAW
DEEC [T LTwawv] ([H29) »%h o7,

DEoZ e, B E L COEBROITENE, IS
O¥aA4THHE (4/20=20%). T d0FHTIZ2THH
(2/20=10%) \ZHBEDS A S N 7225 ERIICE {3 o
720

.23 -
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& 6. REOITEEIIERNR - FEDDEE

2017

R7. PEFRHBOBCFTHEEHEEINR - FELOEE

BhEERTE L TDOXEBOITE =g FED BhEZEIFO B S FH 1EIE 7LD
OFEREERICT T7OREICEHTINDS n.s. n.s. OERME L TEEZF > THLTULS * *
QOFIFEFIBEREZRE L ZEDENZZIE  ns. ns. QOBEEKOECTMZEHMICITATLNS ns. ns.
OB REEZEE L ERRAZZH n.s. n.s. QGBEZEE T 2EEMEZIE->ZY EEHL TS ns.
@OFITFEEZZEE LRIEICHEICH n.s. n.s. @BET7OEFDERZMEBIEATLS ikl *
OFhIIFIREEDIZBZRT ZIT > TULVD n.s. n.s. OFIFBIERRICH LY DIV EREL TS ns. ns.
OMBBREEOMS - AREES 75T . | OKEPRECOMDY THEREEEL TS ns.

W OBEME LTOF+ U ZICHEEENTNS  * ns.
OFE L ERBICHEEFBDZIEL TS * n.s. OHEICEA >N ES B> TS ns. ns.
CRIIRETHROV HEFBRADI 7ETS  * ns. REER o= 05 =0T o001
OFIZEREHE L OHREBEZEL TS ns. ns.

OFLSHEDRNA - EITIKRDZIZ1ToTL\%  ns. ns. LR OB SRR EB TR L x5 &, B

OFLIE D DHIERDE CARRLEZNENL TS - *

QFNIZHEDIFOBADHZRKEBETEZDLOFIE ns. ns.
BFAIRETHDMBU < HEFRERZ I n.s. n.s.
BFIBFOREREFHERHAERZITD  ns. ns.
OFLIEERBOZMHEIT o> TS n.s. *
OFAIEFBET R OLIRTE T 7 DIRMEEITS ns. ns.
OFA S RIEHEEE &R BIZCA DX Z I n.s. n.s.
B TEERED I T T 7REN A 1E n.s. n.s.
OFMIBROBEADBRTEDLDICKE n.s. n.s.
QOFNIBEFUAICAS - EEOEZFRILEL TS ns. ns.

XPHRERER p=.05" p=.01** p=.001***

BhRERD & U COHEBEOITE A RS 52 A B IR
YR OREAT o 724G S o THEAEIE 2 < (B
I 825 + AM§ 804, t=1.701, df=365 p=090). F-&d
DEMIZBVWTHHEREIALN o7 (T4H 825 -
1 80.7, t=1.355, df=365, p=.176)

6. EFMEMOBEEROBCHFM

LFBER & L COEREROHTFHIIZOWT, #
BEIRDLHNC 7 a0 G2 AT o 7o, 2B LT
BEOFHIZ X BEOHEELLE (5/8=63%) DIHH TH
bz, [QHEEE T HIEMGEEIZ-> XD LEERLT
Wa | E, BEsEO [IEFICHTITTE S (PFERE
26) %L, [@OBESr 71204 52 HOOERZ M2
IR Z TS ] QBEEHD [ TidE 5] (H
31) H%holz. [, THREKEE DM Y O
THG ) OMEBRZEY EIFTws ] & [O/RIE. B
ERE LTHSOF ¥ ) 7z BWTW5 | IZRE
ZO [(HFVHTIETTE SR ([M33.24) 25%Hh 572,
[OFAE, BRI E LTHREZR > TH I ENTET
W5 | IZOWTIIEEEDND - 7255, HERMEIEA S
Nhrozz (7,

BEEBOH SO W T £ d oF IR TlE. 25%
(2/8) DIHH THEAEDNA LN, [OFIL. BIEE L
THREZfH>TH 2 EATTETWE | & [@EhEr 71
35 HO OB REZME ITHEIIZZ TV A ] 1IZBWTl
BEo [RedbTidE 5] (W22, 29) % -7z

FBAOH AR BERI E FELOEMIC I AR
2DBHDLHEAVRRL VKR E oz, T2, BT
&b A% 2 By Rl 0 By i SE B B A A3 R0 R 85 A A3
b7z,

7. BIEBRRICEDISRL—a Y
2X270AETHEREIALNZELTH, B30
B ERICAND Z L TEORBMEDSRBINTH %Y
EVRMENDLZ DL, ThERFT A0, 3E
JUARBERE LMD IR - a3 v &ikA b,

EIDEKE LTHETHEMOME xR ZEA L, ¥
W% PN Bl THGRT L 72 ilik. EBROTE), BhiE
EBOACHM L FE - TELORBEDEMEARL S
LlzL7z,

BRI, BRIV - FEbofE
WX BENEAD 3EZ O AELIER LIRS, ¥
BB O W RO 1 HE (OB RERX. IEH 2R
HWTHBEFIH L. HOOHMO b & TRIETO
AT AMETH D) ITEVDBALNT, LarL, #
NUAMZIEZHEDZ: < 120 7 v A4HEEH (3 Mgk |
20[EHH | x 2[#&#5 /725 ). 1HH (08%) IZH X
ERALNT=DOHRTH L (£8),

)RRV B s i i ) D ks D FEBEATEN IS D THEMS - T
EDDOAFMIT X BB A MG LR, 120 7 0 245
i 3IHH (25%). BhEEBOH NI 48 7 0 X E5
W (3[R ] x 8[TH | x 2[ M/ T £ ]))3THH (6.3%)
WCHEBEDRAONT, T2 TH-722THr a2 Eit%
BREFT A&, 288 KA THH, Thbb 24% (RS -
FLELOHEEIZLBENDDHEDATH -7,

VD EDGHRERP S, BT E o THEM & LToRk
EE - EBOTENE. MR TECO L) B [EEMm]
X0 b, BB B MENESIICE AR S
5 [HH | OFEIGROEHEN I N, 20720, #
B - T OFETIE S BB IR B ek, SRS
OATE), BhEER O H O 2 54T L7z (F£9)

ZFORER, WP OFEENASNDE, BhRER &
L CORkE 8% 30% (6/20). FEBEOFTHE) 90% (18/20).
B BESE B o H CREANT 63% (5/8) T ARFT % & 60%

- 24 -
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& 8. ZEIVOREKHER
(BF5hER ¥ B/ KE/ BCFHE X B8/ FEB)

BHEEER (MW) & L T DOBEFSR 4 FEAE FEL
OBNERT (LITF. MW) [ERIEEHICT7DRELICEDH D n.s. n.s.
@ MW [$EFIEER Z i U LM DOEF 2218 n.s. n.s.
OMW FBECEAEEEZEE LERRALIF n.s. n.s.
@MW IFTEEEEZBRE LREICHSE n.s. n.s.
® MW [FIHREHA DB Z1TD n.s. n.s.
® MW [$3EREF DM - BEEFT 717D n.s. n.s.
@ MW (&t & RIEICHEERDZIE n.s. n.s.
MW (3L £ THEDW HEFRBEADT 72175 n.s. n.s.
© MW (S ERT & 158 U CiERiGE & 218 n.s. n.s.
MW (FHEEDRH - ETIRROZIZ1TD n.s. n.s.
M MW (EB 5 DHIRFDH EIREHEZ N B B2 n.s.
@MW ELZEDFOERDONZRKETZDELOXIE n.s. n.s.
@ MW ($Z £ THOMF < HERERE T iE n.s. n.s.
MW IZBFOREREFHERPRREZITD n.s. n.s.
® MW (SEBFBDZEZ1TD n.s. n.s.
MW (FEEBE SR DLk E T 7 DR EITD n.s. n.s.
@ MW [ESRiEHEEE SR BIZ A DX Z K15 n.s. n.s.
MW (&t ERIED I T4 FEEH % X IE n.s. n.s.
MW (ZBROEADBR/TZDELDICKE n.s. n.s.
@ MW (FEEZERERICAS - FIFOEZRIT S n.s. n.s.

BhEERT & L CDREDITE 1R FED
OFEREERIZT 7 ORLEIZEH TS n.s. n.s.
@FIFFIRERZIRME L & EDERN 2218 n.s. n.s.
QIIECRTEZEE L RBRRPL I Rbe * n.s.
@FIIFEERERZBE ULREICHEICHS n.s. n.s.
OFIFHIRE I DRBZE 1T > TS n.s. n.s.
OFSIHREEDHYS - BEAF T 7217oTWVVD B2 n.s.
OFLTEMEERBICHEEEFBOIZEL TS n.s. n.s.
@FIFRETHEDVW HEFRBRADT 7 &ITD n.s. n.s.
OFLFERTE7E L CTiERBiRZRIEL TS n.s. n.s.
OFLFHEORS - ETIRROZZIT o> TS n.s. n.s.

OFLZEDOHEIDE EREEEZMBIL TS n.s. - i

QFIEED B ODBRONERETEBLOXE n.s. n.s.
BFIZLTHDOMEN < HEREEZ T IE n.s. n.s.
OBIIBTFORERETFHERPRRETD n.s. n.s.
GFFEFZBDEZIZ1T > TS n.s. n.s.
OFLFEFELRBEOLIRTE 7 7 DRMBEITD n.s. n.s.
FLIFRIEHERE E R BTN DTG Z 18 n.s. n.s.
BT EMEERED I T T 7 E TR n.s. n.s.
OFLITBEROEADBRTEDLDICKIE n.s. n.s.
QFLIBEAICAS - EFOEZFRIEL TS n.s. n.s.

BEESF5 D B CaFil FEAE FED

OBEME L TEEZF > THLTWLS n.s. 2 {z

QBEXRKEO B2 ZFHRWICITATNS n.s. n.s.
QBEEETRHERGEIE DTV EEH LTS n.s. n.s.
OBETT7DEFDERZMEIEA TS JRkE ** n.s.
OFLIIBIFERRICH LY DB ERK LTS n.s. n.s.
OLMPREE DL THERZEEL TS -3 n.s.
OBEMELTOF v U 7ICMEEZENTNS n.s. n.s.
OHEBICRE /B EE5->TUVD n.s. n.s

X REREE p=05 p=01" p=007"
(P AR ATBIREBED S > 1-HEE

- 95 -
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& O. MERAICHBERH / KIE / BEFHl

BhEERT (MW) & U T DESEFEERE p 5%

OBIERT (LITF. MW) ERiEEHRICT 7 DR LEICEDH D n.s.

@ MW |$EMIRER Z M U LM DOEF 2 %18 ** famis L
@MW |ZBECREIEZEE LERRPEIF n.s.

@MW IFEEEEZBERE LRKICHSE n.s.

® MW (F3ERE B DB Z1T D * BhERZ (0
® MW (ZEREEDOHESR: - BEERT 72172 n.s.

@ MW (34t ERIEICHEERDRIE n.s.

® MW IZReTHEDW HEFRRANDT 7 &TD n.s.

@ MW (X ERT & 138 L TiERiSE & i * BhER A0
@ MW [ EEDOR - EITIRRDZEETD n.s.

@ MW (ZB S OHEROE EAREHEZNED n.s.

@ MW IZLZEDFOBARDNERKEBETEDLOFHIE n.s.

@ MW [$RETHOMFUO HEFRBRE IR n.s.

@MW $BFDOEERETFHERHRREZITD * BIERZ ()
® MW (ZEFERBOZIZ1TD n.s.

® MW |SEFEEDER O E 7 7 DIREEITS n.s.

@ MW | SRR RE E IR EIZ A DX &= X 1B * B S A
® MW (& EREDEILT 7 7R & i n.s.

@O MW IZBEROEADPBR/TEBLDICKE n.s.

@ MW |FBEERRICAS - OB ZFRET S n.s.

BhEERm & L T DERBEDITE p g%
OFIEREEHICT 7 OB EIZBSH TS ok BIEERRZ ()
@FLFEFFIIER 2 1R ME L 2 DOER & iE ok BhEERRZ )
OFIECAREEZEE LERKRPEIF ok BIEERRZ ()
@OFIITFEEEREZBEE URIEICHEICHS ok BIEERTZ ()
ORI OB ZIT> TS ok BIEERTZ ()
OFLIHIREFOHESRF - BEEFT 7&TTo>TLD ok BIEERRZ ()
OFFEEERIRICHEERBDZIEL TS ok BIEERTZ ()
@FIFIELETHEDOW HEFBADT 7 &1TD ok BIEERTZ )
OFIIEREHE L OHRZBEZIELTLS ok BIEERTZ L)
OFAFHEDRR - ETIRRDOZIZIT o> TS n.s.

OFIEDOHRTDE ERRIFHEANBIL TS n.s.

QI LEDFOBRONERIETZ B LOFIE ** BIEERTZ )
BFLIRLTH DMV HERERZIE * BIERTZ L)
BFIBFORERETFIHERARREZTD * BIERZ L)
OFIEERBOZMZT O TS o BhEERRZ LN
OFAIEFELRBORIETE T 7 ORBEITD s** BhEERRZ (N
@FLERIEHEEE E R EITA DR S & 1 *x BhEERRZ (N
BFTLEEREDEIL T 7 7N % KB ok BhEERRZ ()
OFMNIBROBEADPBETEDLDICKIE * BERRZ (N
QFLIBEFRICAS - EHBOEERIEL TS ok BEERRZ LY

BYEEETFE D B 2 aHill p i

OBNERE L TEEZF > TEHWLTWLS n.s.

QOBEXRBKROBCTFHMEZEHRNICITATND * BhERZ (N
QBT IHEMGEIEI>ZTYEEH LTS ok BhERZ (Y
@OYESFT7OBSDERZMEBICEATND n.s.

OFLFBNESRERICH LR HPWERL TS i BIERZ (Y
OLMEXRREEDEHY) TEEREZBEL TS i BhERZ ()
OBEMELTOF v U 7ICHEEZENTLS n.s.

OHBICREG /AR EH SO TS ok BhEmZ 0

X RREFER p=.05* p=.01** p=.001***

(20/48) DFH THIBHRC L 2 BOAHLNI, Sh WA RR. EEOFH. Lol O o
SAEENRONFEHADIZE A LT, WETHED  Whb i EisH 5.

- 9% -
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V. & &

B RE R 3507 2 BREMFE 210 & Bk 5k FERE AT,
BB O HORHED 3 DOBUE» S Mz ZDOFER,
HTFREMIC BV OB RERAMR < DR & LT ok
BOEBRIATZ TR WEHIAH ). 2 OoWEREOH
CEHEiOAFIE LBV EBHL N E o7z 2RI,
BERRICIZERMDIELD 5 L ORI 20 BLOH
MR B R & Bl o il o0 R BRAE $L & o B4R o FR ARG AR 2V
CHM LR TH L, oMz, BFEMENGE L
T HATHIGE 2 ~20 TH A LN TEB Y, ERHEM &
LCOFEBMEATE, SSICITHCHMICHEELTEBY,
EOMBBRICHLEVZ S, 2H) L2 eaxrnTr b
&L 20 ~ 30 AR D F W M DS E N 2 LI %
W2 HWRESBVWEEZ bN D,

C OWEMHZLICMEZ T2 AW REMEDSE WA T
PERTIC BT, MHBIRUL. 1 &b OF T X 2 s ki
EEBOITENIKE REVITALNT, 10 ~ 20% DIH
HTHEADPBDOONLDATH 7. MEEHFOHT
ROV T, MR E T8 ORI L ) A B
DHHIHHED, BWHRBRLEEOTE LD %, BEMS
RTEDLDCDEERICR R B WEAID AR Sz,

Ll BFick b 3E 0 AREZERL, =
TRV =g rERTo KR MR &b OfIIE
WD B HEFHRERIIERD 24% TH o> 720 Bl ik
EBEOITE). BB O H R & B8 ik o 7 1 2
BERH AT o 7oA R BB RERR T 30%. SEBEATEIT 90%.
BhPESEH O H ORI € 63% OIEHICB W THEED A
bNTWb, T74bb, BMERR FEBEOITH)., Bk
HoHCOHio@ I, AR E ERERICIZEN T, B)
B I X o TERTWE EWR B, FRIC, BIERTE B
DONFERIIZ BT, B RRL EBROITE)., BIEEBO
HORG S E WEIN D D - 720 Ml S 29 1%, FiE$ 5
WAL OREEZZFRPSHFOF Y ) TIINT5E
2T 5 LR _T Wb, AFEICBWT, BhRE
WCENE S 45 TR, EBEOTERUERZEORC
Al 2SE WA T H o 7z BhEERT & . B T —)
A7 O EMSR B L O A RIS LT, BEEE 1T
fifgt CTdh bo € LT, BIPERTASHHEME 2 5tifT L. BhpER
WX DR SN, IR D S 0. EEIN E To—H
DT #BEMIAAT O X TH Do 29 LB
R 708 X % 3 2 B OWIGR X, B O RSER)
b2 AR T B W REEAURIE S 7z,

LHFWEMICBI AR E BRI LD gk
REBEOATHE). BhEEER O H ORI IE—3HHEDR AR S
NBZEHBH -7 Ll EfRNER 2Bt L Thb
&S BRREER E OBEEDMENC LS ko
720 TOZ LI HERBEGITBWTHIZOT 5 %S
Hich e Lo [HMAL 3, FEsedE iRt
BEwolzg4 74Xy v ThHDH [EHM] 0Btz
NEEZIT TR WI L2 RIBLTWAS,

L7235 T BTN BT 56 - FIEREBRE O
B IZ DWW T ORWFFE DML, [BhRERIIC & - THE
B BRI ARIIZEE» D LR wAS, BREDN
HAEOBR2OTHLLTLOIRET L LTV RN
WM H S| L VnH T LI 5b, Bewley? DOFZEIC
BLTH, HERBOZRVEIEMIE, e LTEB
HEME LTARLTWEEDDH D EE UL, I
Pl & O B BfRE MR 2 BT BEBROZ2 LD
B )0dH57 7 ORMIIOBP>TnELEIT LERL
Tk, ZOZ b, —HRICHERERDBEM L LT
DB ET D LT v,

7277 L. AFEIZBW TR EmMOBENTASLE
FIZTHEMA] oBEZRLIZESZTEY, T./8—
VR PR T A HEERE EIRE L [HEAW
(instrumental)] &% R CTE 72125 &, HRER -
PEIRASBIPERT RO T WA DIE [EHR ] %E 72Tk
< THEN 2 BRIREE 2 85 f1 3 5 [ R (expressive)
BELBHDLEEZOND, ZO0., SHOFTAAEFH
DILRERS - BRI X 2B h o7z & DA
Nbo GiE. BIEREO M ERERDS [FRH] Bl o
TR 5 TWBDPE D PIZOWT, BIFER & iR o
W2 SBET LT BEDSH B EHEZ BNb,

VAR THMH b ERAOBH AR ENTEY . [4
WH ORENFEHPET > TWVb, ZOHEMDOHT
3. FAVHBOEFE T O AT T HASL [FEAHEM
A (lay expertise) | 22 dHEEL TN TWw5bH, HMRE
L CoEm & #NE Lo - 5 oBRIZE
) BHBHNED BRFAIZ X ) EEEP R TE LT
BROENTL B Lo &R B T, Bl
DOREFENIL I E > TRER THEMEA] &[4
EIM B ONITONT, SERBE SNDLLENH L L
Z 5o

o
R af

VI.
AWFFEE. A TREM OGS - F IR EN 2
LIS 2 5.2 0BV THL2ICT 5720, 20
~ 30 A DB RERT 384 % D F — & & . BB L.
T OATE, B SER O HCRHli OBl 2 5 5 &2 17 -
720 TOFRER, UTOZ EDRHLNII R -T2,
1) HFBEMOMSERE. T 08I X 2 HE
ik L EBOTHIICRE RBEVIZASNT, 10 ~
20% DIHH CTHEBEENALNTZOATH -7,
WIRESEH O HCEFHIC oW TIE, SR E &
DEBEIZXVAEXEOD LEH D, FEERD 63%.
T3 OFME 25% THIXFIZEL 225 72,
IS5RL— a3 v&479) 0. BB < B2
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Research Report

A Study on Early Childhood Second Language Learning and its Implication on Japanese
English Education

Samuel Osei KORANTENGL

Abstract : The desire of parents to give a head start to their children has led to the trend of having
children begin English education as early as kindergarten and even in some cases as babies in Japan. This
article examined the subject of early childhood second language learning with the aim of deepening our
understanding of the role of age in second language learning by reviewing various literature on the subject. The
study concludes that in an EFL environment such as Japan, not age, but rather the amount of exposure time
determines proficiency or fluency in a second language. Age, however, may either hinder or improve certain
aspects of the learning process, but not to the extent where learning a second language becomes an impossible

task because of how old a person may be. The research also concluded that early childhood second language

learners develop a better sense of social awareness.

Keywords : Critical hypothesis period, Second language learning, Acquisition

1. Introduction

Japan, like many other non-English speaking
countries, is vigorously pursuing English education in
a bid to strengthen the nation’s global competitiveness.
It has almost become a trend these days to find some
kindergartens offering English classes as part of their
curriculum. Some Japanese parents opt to send their
children to international schools instead of local schools
perhaps for the same reason. It is, therefore, a common
sight to see many private international schools offering
English-based education right from kindergarten
level (Ohana English Preschool, 2015; Aoba-Japan
International School, 2014) .

The idea that “younger is better’ (Lightbown,
2008, p. 5) has been the point of reference for parents,
educators, and policymakers to advocate for lowering
the beginning age for English education, believing
that it would help accelerate the learning of English.
This article, therefore, seeks to explore answers to the
following question:

1. “At what age should English education begin?”
2. “Does beginning early influence the way language

is learned?”

3. “What are the challenges and advantages
associated with early or adult learning of asecond
language?”

4. “Should the Japanese educational department
change its policy of English education to reflect
current trends?”

2. Early childhood bilingualism

Research seems to suggest that children do not
merely copy and reproduce the language of their
parents or caregivers, but perhaps children are
endowed with an “innate core of abstract knowledge
about language form” (Mitchell & Myles, 2004, p. 12)
which forms the framework of all human languages
and referred to as the Universal Grammar principle.
Therefore, the mechanism involved in language
learning or acquisition is far complex than generally
thought of. It is believed that within the time frame of
6 to 8 months of age, children are able to distinguish
the known basic speech patterns identifiable
worldwide. This ability begins to disappear after this
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critical period, leading to a period of “specialization”
when children begin to focus on their primary
language, i.e. their mother tongue (Feldman, 2010) .

3. The critical period hypothesis

The Critical Period Hypothesis (CPH) suggests
that inadequate exposure to language at a particular
point in the child's language development could
consequently lead to either difficulties in language
learning or worse still they will never be able to
master any language if these conditions persist for a
longer period of time (Lightbown & Spada, 2013) . If
that is the case, then the resulting question is, does
CPH also apply to the learning of a second language?
The answer to this question is a controversial one
amongst many scholars in the field of linguistics. For
example, psycholinguistics support the view that there
is a cutoff point when second language learning is no
longer as easy as learning our first language. Others
also argue that the resulting differences in language
learning between children and adults are due to
factors other than age (Mitchell & Myles, 2004) .

Proponents of the CPH cite various evidence
pointing to several advantages of early childhood
bilingualism. According to Meisel (2011), adult second
language learners do not have full access to the kind
of Universal Grammar knowledge which would allow
them to fix key grammatical elements in the second
language when those parameters are not instantiated
in their first language, suggesting a limitation on
grammatical skills for second language learners after
puberty.

On the other hand, there are studies suggesting that
adult second language learners are equally capable
of learning another language even after puberty.
According to Lightbown and Spada (2013) , adult
second language learners are equally endowed with
excellent language learning skills as much as children
in spite of some subtle difference in language usage.
In fact, according to the British Council (2014, para. 1)
“acquisition theories say that adults do not acquire
languages as well as children because of external and
internal factors, not because of a lack of ability.”
Again, according to Lightbown and Spada (2013) adult
learners have “metalinguistic knowledge, memory
strategies, and problem-solving skills” (p. 93) that early
learners lack. Furthermore, older learners have the
advantage to observe, analyze and apply principles to
create new and complex sentences, even in the second
language unlike children (Finocchiaro, 1964) , thus

enhancing their learning and communication skills in
the second language.

Therefore, at what age should English education
begin in japan? The answer to this question may vary
depending on who you ask. It is undoubtedly true that
under normal circumstance, each person is endowed
with the ability to communicate in a spoken language
regardless of age. However, learning a second language
may not come naturally and easily as our first, perhaps
because of the CPH. On the other hand, the evidence
seems to suggest that age does limit the ability to
learn another language, but rather, other factors such
as affective filters. Much research is still needed to
understand the impact of the critical hypothesis period
on second language learning, especially for adults.
Therefore, the question of age influencing the learning
of a second language is unclear and may or may not
necessarily be an issue of great concern.

4. Advantages of early language learning

Children are usually known for their ability to
absorb new information at perhaps an easier rate
than adults. Honako (2008) suggests that bilingualism
in children has the potential to influence cognitive
and neurological development, especially in how
children process language. Likewise, other studies
suggest bilingualism improves the executive function
of the brain (Matter, 2012; Yumoto, 1990) . Further
evidence suggests that there are also cognitive, socio-
cognitive,socio-emotional advantages associated
with early childhood bilingualism (Sorace, 2011;
Yoshida, 2008) . Another significant advantage seen
in early childhood language learning is in regard to
pronunciation. Thus, in terms of near-native accent,
children do perform significantly better than adults
do. For instance, in a research by Cochrane (1980)
found out that Japanese children performed better at
discriminating between the English /r/and /1/ sounds
than adults did. However, in terms of grammatical
errors in the second language, research suggests
that there is very little difference between older and
younger learners (Nejadansari, & Nasrollahzadeh,
2011) . Therefore, age may play to the advantage
of younger learners in terms of pronunciation,
acquisition of a native-like accent and perhaps the
rate of acquisition. However, in all aspects of language
learning, adults are equally capable of learning a
second language as equally as young learners.
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5. Japanese educational policy on foreign
language learning

It is a generally known fact that there are
inconstancies in the English education in Japan
among government and private school (Ikegashira,
Matsumoto & Morita, 2009) . It is a common sight to
find many private English language schools scattered
around offering various courses in English. Parents
are willing to pay extra to put their children into a
private English language school to give them a head
start in English. These actions by parents to attain a
better English education outside of the regular school
program could suggest the dissatisfaction of parents
with the Japanese English education program the
government is implementing. The basic policy stance
of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology (2015) can be summed up as follows:
1. Based on the ability of children to absorb vocal

sound and their interest in foreign languages,
it seems appropriate to begin foreign language
education from elementary school without
necessarily burdening students. However, greater
emphasis should be put on the acquisition
Japanese.

2. Foreign language education should provide the
opportunity for elementary school students
to familiarize themselves with other cultures,
foreign lifestyle, and experiential learning that
is appropriate for elementary school level as a
component to enhance international understanding
during “general studies hours” or special hours
set aside for such activities. Qualified native
speakers of different nationalities and local people
who have experienced living aboard should be
employed to engage in this kind of teaching.

3. The main objectives of foreign language education
should be the development of interest, motivation,
and involvement rather than language acquisition,
or grammar and vocabulary drills.

4. Classes should consist of 35 unit hours per year an
equivalent of one period per week class mainly
lead by the classroom teacher and assisted by a
native ALT and local people who are fluent in
English. The recipients of these classes should be
students in grade five to six.

5. Foreign language education should develop
human resources who are capable of engaging in
international cooperation with a variety of people
from different cultural background and lead in
negotiations and successfully be leaders in the

English Education

international arena. From the summary given,
there is no direct mention of English education
at the kindergarten level. Rather, the emphasis is
on elementary levels grade five to six. Also, the
focus is on developing cultural understanding and
international cooperation and understanding. With
less emphasis on formally learning the language or
necessarily speaking it. However, in a shift from
earlier policy, the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology (2015) has opted
to make English as the main foreign language to
be taught and foreign language education to begin
at elementary grades three and four from April
2020. English would also be considered a formal
subject for grades five and six.

To answer the question regarding the adoption of
an early childhood language learning as a policy by
the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science, and Technology much has to be considered.
It is quite significant to note that what began as
perhaps once a term activity of inviting a foreigner or
foreigners to class for cultural exchanges developed
into a once a week class for elementary school grades
five and six. This was indeed a significant shift
from the long-standing policy of beginning English
education from junior high school. Meanwhile, as
already indicated, the government is in the process
of lowering the level for English education or foreign
language classes to elementary grades three and four
from the year 2020. The possible question one may ask
would be, “How lower would the next move be? This
is a question that only time would answer. However,
considering the ever-changing global environment, and
the push by parents and some local education boards,
there is a likelihood that in future English education
in Japan could change significantly. However, the
question that still remains, would lowering the age of
learning English going to fix the problems associated
with English education in Japan? Considering the
fact that students have classes once a week for an
estimated time of 40 to 45 minutes, makes it is highly
unlikely that proficiency level the government hopes
to achieve would be hard to attain without increasing
the class hours.

6. Conclusion

It is quite evident from the various literature
reviewed in this article that early childhood language
learning holds a number of advantages, such as
improved conative and executive function of the brain.
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Nevertheless, learning a second language at a later age
is still a possibility and students who learn a second
language after puberty also have some advantages
too and are equally capable as those who learn before
puberty. Adult learners are capable of using their
metalinguistic knowledge, memory strategies and
problem-solving skills to navigate through the learning
process. It is also evident that the Japanese English
educational policy has been evolving as one examines
its history. It, therefore, remains to be seen what the
future of English education would look like with the
passing of time.

In spite of the pros and cons of early childhood
second language learning, it is important to note
that pedagogy or methodology of teaching is very
important to the successes of English learning in
Japan. However, in this instance, what stands out as
the key to a successful English education in Japan
is the amount of time students are exposed to the
language. In that sense, the lowering of the starting
age may not necessarily produce the expected result.
Thus, perhaps, the appropriate approach would be to
increase the time allotted to English education and the
content of the lesson. This approach, I believe would
significantly improve the learning and teaching of
English language in Japan.
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Brief Review

Classroom Strategies for Teaching Dyslexic Children English in Japan

Samuel Osei KORANTENGL

Abstract : The process of learning English as foreign language is often a challenge for many children in

Japan. This is especially true when students have very little exposure to the target language. For children with

learning difficulties, the process of learning a second language becomes even more difficult. This literature

review examined various studies on the challenges faced by students with dyslexia. The paper concludes that

although students with dyslexia generally experience linguistic difficulty, and may be few in number, yet, with

the right teaching method and approach to teaching and learning, dyslexic children, in spite of the numerous

challenges they face, are equally capable of learning the English language and possibly excelling in it and much

as children without the disorder in Japanese English language classrooms.

Keywordst : Challenges, Adaptations, Acquisition, Multisensory

1. Introduction

In an increasingly globalized society, learning
a second, for instance, English language is almost
becoming a standard in almost every classroom and
Japan is no exception. Learning a second language
has proven to be both a commercial and a social
asset in our ever increasing multicultural society and
economically globalized world. However, the move
toward bilingualism in the classroom has proven to
be a challenge for many students in Japan. Some,
especially those with learning disabilities find it even
more challenging. Dyslexia, a learning disability
adversely affects the ability a child with the disorder
to learn certain language components. Specifically,
dyslexic children have difficulty reading, spelling, and
writing. Due to the nature of this learning disability,
students are often considered as “dumb” or “lazy”
when in fact that may not necessarily be the case.

To further compound the issue, there is little
education or recognition given to dyslexia as a
learning disorder in comparison to disorders such as
ADHD or autism. For that reason, it's difficult for such
children to receive the right assistance they need in

class to facilitate learning, especially, in any language
learning classroom, since it is a disorder associated
with language learning. In Japan, there is little known
facts about this disorder. In fact, the Japan Dyslexia
Society (NPO Edge) (2016) a non-profit organization
dedicated to helping children with dyslexia laments the
fact that there is yet to be a standardized assessment
test for identifying and assessing dyslexia in Japan.

In an article published by The Wall Street Journal
by Himelstein (2011), the author suggests that children
with dyslexia found it easier to read languages such as
Japanese and Chinese characters since the characters
represent complete words. However, reading English
which uses individual letters to form words proved
to be more challenging. Therefore, aside from other
factors such as a lack of awareness and knowledge
about dyslexia this study may also suggest a possible
reason for the difficulty in identifying children with
dyslexia in Japanese classrooms. Since students
with this disorder may not demonstrate any of the
significant signs of the disorder in a regular Japanese
classroom setting.

From personal experience, it is quite a daunting task
to teach English to a child with dyslexia without prior
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education or training about the proper pedagogical
approach to teaching English as a second language to
such a child. Similar sentiments have been expressed
by other English teachers who have had to teach
children with some form of learning disorder including
dyslexia. This article hopes to review various literature
on the subject, to create an awareness of the existence
of such learning disorder in Japan, to deepen our
understanding of the disorder and to explore strategies
that would assist teachers as well as children with
such disabilities in possibly any language learning
environment, but particularly in a foreign language
classroom such as English in Japan.

2. Dyslexia: Definition and challenges

For the majority of children, acquiring language
literacy skills such as reading and writing is a
natural process that develops with time given the
right conditions. However, there is a minority of
children who experience a certain amount of difficulty
accomplishing this task. These children are sometimes
described as dyslexic. For practical purposes, dyslexia
researchers have continued to use the working
definition of a reading disability in children or adults
within a normal 1Q range (usually a reading ability
below the 25th percentile and IQ at least 90). As a
phonological process impairment, dyslexia has been
conceptualized as a disorder of the language continuum
(Gaskell, 2009). In simple terms, it is a disorder in
which individual omit, distort, or even substitute words
when reading. Reading is slow, in a halting fashion.
It is a disorder that is more prevalent in boys than
girls (Halgin, 2008). In fact, the International Dyslexia
Association Board of Directors adopted this definition
on Nov. 12, 2000.

“Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that
is neurobiological in origin. It is characterized
by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word
recognition and by poor spelling and decoding
abilities. These difficulties typically result from a
deficit in the phonological component of language
that is often unexpected in relation to other
cognitive abilities and the provision of effective
classroom instruction. Secondary consequences
may include problems in reading comprehension
and reduced reading experience that can impede
growth of vocabulary and background knowledge.”
(International Dyslexia Association, 2015)

From the above definition, it is evident that dyslexia
is a neurobiological disorder that affects reading and
coding of language by the sufferer. Though considered
a disorder, people with dyslexia are equally as
intelligent as those without the disorder. In fact, there
is a long list of successful people with dyslexia; such
people include: Ingvar Kamprad, founder of IKEA,
Richard Branson, founder of Virgin Enterprises, Ben
Carson, M.D., Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery,
Johns Hopkins University and 2015 US Republican
presidential hopeful, Brooks Edwards, M.D., Medical
Director, Cardiac Transplantation, The Mayo Clinic,
Carol Greider, biologist and winner of the 2009 Nobel
Prize in Medicine Richard Ford, novelist, short story
writer and Pulitzer Prize winner, Whoopi Goldberg,
Academy Award winning actress, Jay Leno, TV
entertainer, Ann Bancroft, Sir John Young “Jackie”
Stewart, award-winning race driver. These are just
but a few of the people who have succeeded in various
aspects of life in spite of this disorder (International
Dyslexia Association, 2015).

2.1 Other challenges associated with
dyslexia

There are other significant challenges associated
with dyslexia aside problems with writing, spelling,
and reading. Other issues include emotional problems
such as anxiety, anger, depression, lack of motivation,
or low self-esteem (Texas Education Agency, 2014).
People, particularly children with dyslexia have
organizational difficulties, such as putting their cloths
in the right order, in older children, forgetting what
books are needed in class. Poor short-term memory,
possibly, poor auditory and visual memory (Hampshire
County Council, n.d.) are also identified with dyslexia.

2.2 Identification of dyslexia

It is an established fact that reading disorders
specifically, dyslexia runs in families (Gaskell, 2009;
Eissa, 2010). It is possible that having a parent or
sibling who is dyslexic increases the chance that
one might have it as well. Therefore, early diagnosis
is possible and can be identified during childhood
or later age in life (The International Dyslexia
Association, 2015). The following are some significant
signs that a parent or a teacher should look for in
identifying individuals with dyslexia as listed by The
International Dyslexia Association, 2015) difficulty with
remembering simple sequences such as counting to 20,
naming the days of the week, or reciting the alphabet;
2) difficulty understanding the rhyming of words,
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such as knowing that fat rhymes with cat; 3) trouble
recognizing words that begin with the same sound (for
example, that bird, baby” , and big all start with b);
4) pronunciation difficulties; 5) trouble easily clapping
hands to the rhythm of a song; 6) difficulty with word
retrieval (frequently uses words like “stuff” and “that
thing” rather than specific words to name objects); 7)
trouble remembering names of places and people; 8)
difficulty remembering spoken directions. These are
prominent signs and symptoms that one may look for
in identifying a child or person who could possibly
have dyslexia.

3. Language learning classroom strategies

Language is an inherent part of our human nature,
it is a gift. In fact, it is safe to say that humans are
endowed with the intelligence, strength of memory
and competence to acquire and develop complex
grammatical rules right from childhood (Meisel,
2011). Although this process may appear seamlessly
simple for some children, a few who are mostly in the
minority may encounter significant difficulties due
to various disorders such as deafness, articulatory
problems, autism including dyslexia (Lightbown &
Spada, 2013). The challenges mentioned above are
typically associated with first language acquisition. The
challenge is even greater when it comes to learning
a foreign language. It is a basic fact that if a child
struggles in acquiring their first (native) language, it
is without a doubt that they would equally struggle
with attempts at a second language (The International
Dyslexia Association, 2015). Therefore, concrete steps
are needed to assist such students to ease their stress.

As earlier mentioned, children with dyslexia in Japan
may find it easier to read the Japanese characters
than they would when reading English for the reason
mentioned earlier. In that sense, a dyslexic student
may exhibit more of the above mentioned signs in
an English language learning classroom then they
perhaps, would in a Japanese classroom environment.
For that reason, it is necessary to explore strategies
that an English teacher working in Japan may use to
best assist such students. On a positive note, in spite
of the linguistic challenges students with dyslexia
experience, it is encouraging to note that some highly
motivated and hardworking students are able to
overcome such language difficulties with the help of
family members, tutors and other excellent educational
opportunities (DiFino & Lomardion, 2004).

Classroom Strategies for Teaching Dyslexic Children English in Japan

3.1  Classroom adaptations

Children with dyslexia do not typically display any
physical or mentally visible deformity. Their condition
is mostly evident by their academic performance,
therefore, their condition requires no physical
manipulation of the learning environment to suit their
learning needs as a teacher would in the cases of a
child with ADHD or autism. However, it iS necessary
to adapt teaching and evaluation methods that would
cater specifically to the needs of a child or children
with dyslexia since their way of processing language
i1s quite different. Cognitive as well as affective factors
ought to be taken into consideration. It is important
to adopt the right pedagogical approach of teaching
English as a foreign language, but equally necessary
to have the right training for teaching students with
dyslexia. Inclusive learning is perhaps a better option
for children with dyslexia, however, for some of those
with severe cases, exclusive class with special support
would be required (Nijakowska, 2010).

3.2 Suggested instructional approaches
Teaching children with dyslexia comes with various
challenges, however, there are basic techniques and
strategies developed to help such students cope in a
language learning classroom situation which can be
applied to teaching English in a Japanese classroom
setting. For children with dyslexia, instruction has
to be explicit, direct, cumulative, and focused on the
structure of language. Teachers need to consciously
teach such children word sound, writing, and language
structure in blocks and explain how these blocks
combine. They need more practice than the usual
time allotted is class. The Washington State Dyslexia
Resource Guide, (2011), elaborates on four strategies
that could better assist children with dyslexia learn
better. They are as follows: (1) Simultaneous and
Multisensory, (2) Systematic and Cumulative, (3) Direct

Classroom Instruction, (4) Synthetic and Analytic.

1. Simultaneous and Multisensory

This process happens at every level of learning.
Multisensory teaching links visual (sight);
auditory (hearing); tactile (touch); and kinesthetic
(movement) to reinforce learning of language
structure. It is the simultaneous and the
alternative involvement of visual (seeing text or
pictures), auditory (hearing a lecture, discussion,
or technology), and kinesthetic/tactile (feeling
and moving) sensory modalities. It supports the
connection of oral language with visual language
symbols (The Washington State Dyslexia
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Resource Guide, 2011; Adams-Gordon, 2010).

2. Systematic and Cumulative
The learning process should be sequenced
from easy to difficult. Thus, each level builds
on the previous one. This enables the review
process much easier to remember. Dyslexic
children benefit from a structured spoken and
written language when beginning phonemes are
“represented for them explicitly, sequentially,
directly and systematically in the context of
a comprehensive reading program” (The
Washington State Dyslexia Resource Guide,
2011, p. 28). Thus, a teacher would need to pay
particular attention to the content of the lesson,
volume, and rate of information they present per
class. Another useful approach to a multisensory
teaching of handwriting, spelling, decoding, and
reading would be the Orton Gillingham approach,
a highly recommended methodology by parents
of children with reading disability and advocacy
groups which employs a “systematic, multisensory
approach to teach students basic reading, spelling,
and writing” (Rose & Zirkel, 2007, p. 171).

3. Direct Classroom Instruction
In this approach, the teacher directly presents
the lesson through directly explaining what is
being taught. This method required a constant
interaction between the teacher and students to
create an environment that promotes collaboration
between the student and the teacher to achieve
the learning objectives (Pham, 2013). Under such
circumstances, the teacher would need to spend
some extra time with the child, possibly separately
for further instruction.

4. Synthetic and Analytic
Synthetic instruction presents each concept/skill
in isolation (such as teaching individual sounds)
and then teaching how the parts work together to
form a whole (combining those sounds and letters
to spell words). Analytic instruction begins with
the whole block of language and then teaches how
it can be broken down into component parts as
the student decodes a word, moving from a word
unit to sound units. This is particularly useful
when teaching difficult vocabulary.

4. Assessment and evaluation
As clearly demonstrated, it is obvious that children

with dyslexia learn differently from other children,
therefore, teachers also need to be aware of this in

order to provide the appropriate assessment tool for
such children. Oral assessment, especially, in a foreign
language classroom has often proven to be more
effective for children with this disorder since writing is
often a challenging task. Thus, in that sense teachers
need to be flexible to provide various assessment and
evaluation options that would support the needs of
such learners.

5. Conclusion

From the above discussions, it is evident that
dyslexic students do exist in Japanese classrooms,
however, due to the lack of information, proper
diagnostic test, and perhaps other factors, such
students are often ignored except in severe cases.
However, often as the case may be, teachers, especially,
foreigners teaching English in Japan are often unaware
of such issues and even when they know, many are
unequipped to deal with it. Therefore, bearing in
mind that not all students learn in the same way. As
English language teachers, we can not be dismissive
of the fact that some students struggle with English.
Rather, it is important that specific steps are taken to
identify students in our classrooms who need special
assistance. It is equally important that as teachers we
do not classify students as being lazy without proper
evaluation to identify the reason for their inability
to cope with academic requirements. Children with
dyslexia may sometimes appear, as putting less effort
into their academic work. However, as it has been
shown, this is a disorder that perhaps they have
inherited and thus they need not be penalized for their
inability to function like other regular students.

Children with dyslexia are capable of learning
and are capable of contributing greatly to society.
Therefore, as teachers, we need to first educate
ourselves about this particular condition and then
adopt the right pedagogical approach to learning that
would meet their needs. With the right techniques and
strategy, students with dyslexia can equally perform
well in an English language classroom. just as other
students would Children with dyslexia should not be
left behind or deprived the opportunity of contributing
to society and the world at large because of the
challenges they face learning a second language. They
too are capable of learning and speaking English.
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